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SUDXECT: INDO-PAK RELATIONS 

REF: ISLAMABAD 4065, NEW DELHI 5821 

1 . PAK PRESS APRIL 23 CARRIED MFA-IN SPIRED REPORT 
ON INDO-PAK RELATIONS WHICH UNDERSCORED FORTHCOMING 
APPROACH GOP HAS ADOPTED TOWARD PROJECTED TALKS WITH 
INDIANS HERE. REPORT, OBVIOUSLY BASED ON MINISTRY 
BRIEFING, STRESSES THAT WHILE ISSUE OF RESTORATION OF 
OVERFLIGHTS AND AIR LINKS WILL RECEIVE FIRST ATTENTION, 
TALKS "ARE EXPECTED TO BE WIDE-RANGING FOR A FURTHER 
NORMALIZATION OF RELATIONS "AS AT LAST MEETING 
IN NEW DELHI," PAKISTAN TIMES VERSION GOES ON TO SAY, 
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"THE TWO SIDES CAN RAISE ANY OUTSTANDING ISSK. THESE 
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CAN RANGE OVER THE QUESTION OF DIPLOMATIC RELATIONS, 

RAIL LINKS, AS WELL AS THE KASHMIR ISSUE." 

2. REPORT STATES THAT AGREEMENT ON OVERFLIGHTS AND 
AIR LINKS NOW SEEMS A DISTINCT POSSIBILITY. IT SAYS 
THAT MODALITIES OF THE PROPOSED WITHDRAWAL OF THE 1971 
CASE FROM ICAO WILL APPARENTLY BE SETTLED BY MUTUAL 
CONSULTATIONS. "SINCE INDIA HAS ALSO FILED A COUNTER- 
CLAIM, THE PROCEDURE FOR WITHDRAWING THE TWO CASES 
CAN BE DECIDED EITHER THROUGH A JOINT LETTER TO THE 
ICAO OR BY TWO SIMULTANEOUS LETTERS." 

3. REPORT STATES THAT TALKS ARE EXPECTED HERE EARLY 
NEXT MONTH AND THAT PRECISE DATE IS UNDER NEGOTIATION. 

(WE UNDERSTAND FROM SWISS AMBASSADOR THAT LETTER TO 
INDIAN FOREIGN SECRETARY JAGAT MEHTA PROPOSING DATES 
WENT TO DELHI IN THE SWISS POUCH YESTERDAY.) IT ALSO 
SEEKS TO SET RIGHT WHAT IT CLAIMS IS DISTORTED 
IMPRESSION "CREATED BY SOME SECTION OF FOREIGN NEWS 
MEDIA" AS TO WHO SHOULD BE CREDITED WITH BREAKING 
YEAR-LONG SIMLA PROCESS DEADLMPK. 

4. IN OBVIOUSLY RELATED DEVELOPMENT. PRESS IS NOW 
WEIGHING IN STRONGLY WELCOMING INDIA'S REPONSE TO 
BHUTTO'S INITIATIVE ON THE STALLED CIV AIR ISSUE AND 

EXPRESSING HOPE THAT ATTITUDE GOI DISPLAYED IN ITS 
REPLY WOULD BE MAINTAINED IN UPCOMING TALKS. ONLY 
EXCEPTION WE HAVE NOTED WAS IN THIS MORNING'S 
NAWA-I-WAQT, PUNJAB'S INDEPENDENT WIDELY-CIRCULATED 

URDU DAILY WHICH HAS CONSISTENTLY TAKEN STRONG ANTI- 
INDIAN LINE. IN AN EDITORIAL WHICH INCLUDED VEILED 
CRITICISM OF BHUTTO'S WILLINGNESS TO WITHDRAW ICAO 
CASE, NAWA-I-WAQT SAID THAT WHILE NO ONE CAN OBJECT 
TO NORMALIZATION EFFORTS PEOPLE OF PAKISTAN CAN NEVER 
ACCEPT INDIA'S HIGH-HANDED ATTITUDE TOWARD THIS 
COUNTRY. IT CONTENDED THAT IF INDIA WAS NOT PREPARED 
TO REVIEW WHAT IT CALLED GOI’S UNJUST ORDER OF 
PRIORITIES IN NORMALIZATION PROCESS (I.E., RESUMPTION 
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OF DIPLOMATIC RELATIONS ONLY AFTER PROGRESS IN OTHER 
AREAS), GOP SHOULD NOT DISPLAY ANY SIGN OF WEAKNESS 
TOWARDS INDIA BUT SHOULD SHOW COURAGE AND DETERMINATION 
IN PURSUING POLICIES BASED ON RIGHT. 

5. NEITHER NAWA-I-WAQT EDITORIAL NOR OTHER COMMENTARY 
WE'VE SEEN HAS MENTIONED WHAT WE CONSIDER REMARKABLY 
HELPFUL STATEMENT ON KASHMIR PROBLEM MADE IN IZMIR 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 04 MAY 2006 



Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 04 MAY 2006 


EARLIER IN THE WEEK BY MINISTER OF STATE AZIZ AHMED. 
(ISLAMABAD 4065) NAWA-I-WAQT DID CARRY IN ITS NEWS 
PAGES REPORT THAT AN AZAD KASHMIR POLITICAL GROUP 
HAD ISSUED STATEMENT CRITICIZING AHMED LINE, WHICH IT 
CALLED TANTAMOUNT TO A SURRENDER TO INDIA. 

6. IN WHAT MAY 

BE ANOTHER INDICATION OF OOP'S INTEREST 
IN CREATING PROPER ATMOSPHERE FOR TALKS WITH INDIANS, 
PRESS HAS SO FAR DOWNPLAYED MUSLIM ANGLE IN REPORTS 
OF VIOLENCE IN DELHI. THERE HAS BEEN NO MENTION THAT 
WE HAVE SEEN OF DETENTION OF PAK NATIONALS NOR OF 
STERILIZATION, IEIUE WHICH COULD HAVE INFLAMMATORY 
POTENTIAL HERE. 

BYROADE 
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